Prayer Vigil for Peace in Ukraine
St. Michael and All Angel’s Episcopal Church
Friday, March 4 at 6PM

Virgin of Kyiv

1. Opening Prayer
Still the fires of our hearts, Spirit of peace, and temper the words we use. Calm our
passions so that we may think more clearly. Let reason guide our actions and
compassion remind us that we are all of one family. Help us focus on what is most
important: justice for one man and health for thousands more. Come now, Spirit of
healing, for there is much to be done to repair our community. Stop the violence. Subdue
the virus. Open wide the path to our transformation. Pour out your love to anoint each
one of us, whatever our politics may be, whichever side of the barrier we have stood on,
that we may find that same love waiting for us in the world we remake together. Amen.
The Rt. Rev. Steven Charleston
1. Psalm 62:1-7 (antiphonally by whole verse)

3

1

For God alone my soul waits in silence;
from him comes my salvation.

2

He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall never be shaken.

How long will you assail a person,
will you batter your victim, all of you,
as you would a leaning wall, a tottering fence?
4

Their only plan is to bring down a person of prominence.
They take pleasure in falsehood;
they bless with their mouths,
but inwardly they curse.

5

For God alone my soul waits in silence,
for my hope is from him.

6

He alone is my rock and my salvation,
my fortress; I shall not be shaken.

7

On God rests my deliverance and my honor;
my mighty rock, my refuge is in God.

2. Prayer Petition – (Margie)
In hope that the arc of history bends toward justice, we lift up our prayers for peace and healing
saying: Bind us together, O God of love.

For the Church, that its prophetic voice may proclaim to all the challenge to break the hopeless
cycles of poverty, ignorance, prejudice, and despair which degrade the sacred dignity of
humankind, we pray:
For our country, that we might celebrate our diversity and the distinctive and rich contributions
of every fiber of our cultural fabric, we pray:
For wise and decisive action on the part of local and national leaders, that the scandal of racism
may be eradicated from our society, we pray:
For an end to the subtle racism of economic oppression which permeates our society’s
structures and resides in many hearts, we pray:
For our faith communities, that they may not succumb to indifference or accept the status quo,
but press on for fundamental change, we pray:
For the victims of racial discrimination, that they may be filled with hope for a more just future,
healing from wounds received, courage to advocate for change and for peace, and the grace to
overcome hated with love, we pray:
For those who work for racial justice, that they may be sustained in hope, empowered with
courage, and filled with the grace to persevere in love, we pray:
Your intercessions may be offered at this time. (Moment of silence)
O Lord our God, accept the heart felt prayers of your people; in the abundance of your mercies,
look with compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of
souls, and to you we give glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

3. Scripture – Isaiah 58:1-12

Shout out, do not hold back!
Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion,
to the house of Jacob their sins.
2
Yet day after day they seek me
and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness
and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments,
they delight to draw near to God.
3
“Why do we fast, but you do not see?
Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,
and oppress all your workers.
4
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight
and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today

will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose,
a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,
and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast,
a day acceptable to the LORD?
6
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice,
to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to break every yoke?
7
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,
and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them,
and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
8
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,
and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator[a] shall go before you,
the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard.
9
Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer;
you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
10
if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
11
The LORD will guide you continually,
and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water,
whose waters never fail.
12
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.
5

4. The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
5. Closing Prayer for the Human Family
O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us
through Jesus your Son: Look with compassion on the whole
human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which
infect our hearts; break down the walls that separate us;
unite us in bonds of love; and work through our struggle and
confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in
your good time, all nations and races may serve you in
harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
6. Blessing

